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DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE STAFF REPORT 
  
Site:     124 Highland Avenue 
Case:      HPC 2018.106 
Applicant Name:   Tony Barros & Mark Killoren 
Date of Application:   October 18, 2018   
Recommendation: Significant  
Hearing Date:    November 13, 2018 
 
 

 
I. Historical Association  
 

Historical Context: Highland Avenue has 
been a major thoroughfare for most of the 
City’s history.  While by 1874, a number of 
houses had been constructed along the south 
side of Highland Avenue, which had been 
platted, there were still numerous lots that 
were not developed.   
 
Evolution of Site:  In 1900 the property was 
owned by George A. Bruce. From Somerville: 
Past and Present – “Bruce, George A., was 
born at Mount Vernon, N. H., November 19, 1839, the son of Nathaniel and Lucy (Butterfield) 
Bruce, of that town. He was fitted for college at the Appleton Academy in his native town, and 
was graduated at Dartmouth College in 1861. He enlisted in the Thirteenth New Hampshire 
Volunteers, and served as first lieutenant, aide, judge advocate, and assistant adjutant-general. He 
was mustered out July 3, 1865, and brevetted lieutenant-colonel. He studied law in Lowell, and 
was admitted to the bar in 1866, and opened his office in Boston, where he has ever since 
remained. Mr. Bruce was a member of the New Hampshire Legislature in 1866, and of the Senate 
of Massachusetts in 1882, 1883 and 1884, being president of the Senate the last year. He came to 
Somerville in 1874, and served the city as mayor in 1877, 1880 and 1881. Mr. Bruce married 
Miss Clara M., daughter of Joseph F. and Sarah (Longley) Hall, of Groton. They reside on 
Highland avenue.” His home was demolished to make way for the current building prior to 1925. 
 
The American Legion was founded in 1919. See https://www.legion.org/history for a short 
history of the organization and its importance. Beginning in 1924, the American Legion Hall at 
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124 Highland Avenue served as a social, political and cultural center for Somerville’s veterans. 
They advocated for the needs of veterans, celebrated and memorialized veterans roles in a 
number of wars. One of the more unusual rites performed in 1927 was the mixing of earth from 
the graves of World War I combatants on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. Weddings, funerals 
and other rites of passage are noted in eighty-plus articles reviewed in the Globe through 1987 as 
occurring at the Posts. Oral histories of the importance of the organization and the meeting hall 
confirm that the Post continues to serve veterans and their families today. Some of the more 
interesting articles are attached. 
 
Architectural Description:  The c. 1931 Post 19 American Legion Headquarters at 124 Highland 
Avenue is a two-story brick building with cast-stone detailing at the windows and dual pilasters at 
either side of the entry in a modified Classical Revival style typical of the Depression era civic 
and institutional buildings. The Classical Revival style demonstrated a sense of tradition and 
solidity badly needed in the uncertain times. The original windows were 6/6 as can be seen in the 
historic photographic postcard. The sides and rear of the building have circa 1964 modern 
additions according to the building permit record. See photos. 

 
Summary:  The c. 1931 Post 19 American Legion Headquarters at 124 Highland Avenue is a two-
story brick building in a modified Classical Revival style typical of the Depression era civic and 
institutional buildings. “The American Legion was chartered and incorporated by Congress in 
1919 as a patriotic veterans organization devoted to mutual helpfulness. It is the nation’s largest 
wartime veterans’ service organization, committed to mentoring youth and sponsorship of 
wholesome programs in our communities, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting strong 
national security, and continued devotion to our fellow service members and veterans.” according 
to the American Legion website. 
 
Findings on Historical Association 
 
For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (a) importantly 
associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or architecturally significant 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). Findings for (b) are at the end of the next section. 
 
(a)  In accordance with the historic information obtained from Findings on Historical 
Association, which utilizes historic maps/atlases, City reports and directories, and building permit 
research, and through an examination of resources that document the history of the City, such as 
Somerville Past and Present, Staff find 124 Highland Avenue to be importantly associated with 
one or more historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, cultural, political, 
economic or social history of the City or the Commonwealth.   
 
The subject building is found importantly associated with the broad architectural, cultural, 
economic and social history of the City due to association with the American Legion Post 19, a 
chapter of a national veterans’ organization. 
 

 
 
II. Historical and Architectural Significance 
 

The findings for historical and/or architectural significance of a historic property address the 
period, style, method of building construction and association with a reputed architect or builder 
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of the subject property, either by itself of in the context of a group of buildings of structures 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). 
 
The period of significance for 124 Highland Avenue begins before its construction in 1931 as 
headquarters for the American Legion Post 19. The Post 19 received its charter in 1919 and was 
based in the Community House at 124 Highland Avenue. 
 

 
Integrity 
The National Park Service identifies historic integrity as the ability of a property to convey 
significance. A property should possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent or contain the 
values and qualities for which it is judged significant; therefore, the following is an identification 
and evaluation of these qualities and alterations as they affect the ability of the subject property 
to convey significance.  
 

a. Location:  The building is located on a major east-west local artery which has a mix of 
formerly single family mansions, churches, apartment buildings and commercial 
buildings.  

b. Design:  The design is originally a simple two-story cube with a stylized Classical 
Revival entry, cast stone cornice and panels beneath the windows. The 1960s additions 
on the sides and rear are simple in form with windows and doors typical of the time. A 
canopy shelters the side door to the lower level. The roof is flat.  

c. Materials:  The building is predominantly brick with concrete details.  

d. Alterations:  Beyond the additions to the original building, the doors and windows have 
been replaced. 

 

Evaluation of Integrity:  The main block of the building presents as a 1930s Classical Revival 
building, with 1960s additions toward the rear away from Highland Avenue.  

 
Findings for Historical and Architectural Significance 
 
For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (a) importantly 
associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or architecturally significant 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). Findings for (a) can be found at the end of the previous 
section.  

 
(b)  In accordance with the Finding on Historical and Architectural Significance, which 
addresses period, style, method of building construction, and association with a reputed architect 
or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings or structures, as well as 
integrity, which assess the ability of the property to convey significance, Staff find 124 Highland 
Avenue historically or architecturally significant.   
 
The subject building is found historically due to on-going association with the American Legion 
Post 19 and their role; and architecturally significant as a good example of 1930s Classical 
Revival style executed on a small scale. 
 
 

 
III. Recommendation 
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Recommendations are based upon an analysis by Historic Preservation Staff of the permit 
application and the required findings for the Demolition Review Ordinance, which requires 
archival and historical research, and an assessment of historical and architectural significance, 
conducted prior to the public meeting for a Determination of Significance.  This report may be 
revised or updated with a new recommendation and/or findings based upon additional 
information provided to Staff or through further research. 
 
For a Determination of Significance, the structure must be either (A) listed on the National 
Register or (B) at least 50 years old. 
 
(A)  The structure is NOT listed on or within an area listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, nor is the structure the subject of a pending application for listing on the National 
Register. 

      OR 
(B)  The structure, circa 1931, is at least 50 years old. 
 

AND 
 

For a Determination of Significance under (B), the subject building must be found either 
(a) importantly associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or 
architecturally significant.   

 
(a) In accordance with the Findings on Historical Association, which utilizes historic 

maps/atlases, City reports and directories, and building permit research, and through 
an examination of resources that document the history of the City, Staff recommend 
that the Historic Preservation Commission find 124 Highland Avenue 
importantly associated with one or more historic persons or events, or with the 
broad architectural, cultural, political, economic or social history of the City or 
the Commonwealth.   

The subject building is found importantly associated with the broad architectural, cultural, economic and 
social history of the City due to association with the American Legion Post 19, a  chapter of a national 
veterans’ organization. 
 

      OR 
(b)  In accordance with the Findings on Historical and Architectural Significance, which 
addresses period, style, method of building construction, and association with a reputed 
architect or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings or structures, 
as well as integrity, the ability to convey significance, Staff recommend that the 
Historic Preservation Commission find 124 Highland Avenue historically and 
architecturally significant.   

The subject building is found historically due to on-going association with the American Legion Post 19 , 
a veterans’ organization since 1919; and architecturally significant as a good example of 1930s Classical 
Revival style executed on a small scale. 
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1895 Bromley Plate 

1900 Sanborn Plate 60 
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1925 Sanborn Plate 60  

1933 Sanborn Plate 26 
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1950 Sanborn Plate 26 
 
 
 

 
Community House from 1925, possibly the home of George A. Bruce 
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Postcard from c. 1934-1935 – note memorial plaque on left. 

 
From the 1942 Somerville Centennial History  
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SOMERVILLE LGION BEGINS DRIVE FOR BULDING FUN
Boston Daily Globe (1923-1927); Apr 1, 1925; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. A14
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Y-D LEGIONAIRES ORGANIZE BAND: MUSICIANS ARE MEMBERS OF <SPAN CLASS="HIT">SOMERVILLE</SPAN> POST
Boston Daily Globe (1872-1922); Sep 8, 1919; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. 11
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LEGIONNAIRES TO EXCHANGE SOIL ON GRAVES OF BUDDIES BURIED IN ...
Boston Daily Globe (1923-1927); Jun 27, 1927; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. 12
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FIVE OF WILLARD C, KINSLEY POST, G. A. R., PARTICIPATE IN SOMERVILLE EXERCISES
Daily Boston Globe (1928-1960); May 31, 1934; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. 12
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SOMERVILLE POST BURNS MORTGAGE AT DANCE
Daily Boston Globe (1928-1960); Apr 12, 1939; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. 6
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Swift Opens World of Tomorrow Plant in Somerville
Daily Boston Globe (1928-1960); Jun 15, 1958; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. 10
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